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PREFACE

Bha Sahib Bha Randhir Sngh J has not only written extensvely on
Gurmat topics but dso practiced Gurmat way of life as a role modd.
This is amply supported by his being recognised with ‘siropas (robe of
honour), by dl the Five ‘Tekhas (Highest Skh Reigious Seets). His
devotion to Kirtan and high spiritudity atracted an increesng band of
likeeminded Gurskhs. His subject book, ‘Rangle Sgjan’, is a memoire
to twenty-three of his companions, who pre-deceased him after leading
extraordinary lives.

There was adways a high purpose behind his writings that were
confined to promote Skh ideds and spread Guru Nanak’s message,
prompted by Divine Being. He has quoted Gurbani liberaly to support
his arguments in his books. In fact he dways ligened to entire
recitation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib J to sdect Gurbani quotes for the
sdected topics. However in the naration of lives of the seected
Gurskhs, he has forcefully brought out how drength is imparted to
thelir characters by virtuous and single-minded devotion on the Path of
Spiritudity. This is what the Khasa Panth is about and named as the
corporate body of Guru, while Si Guru Granth Sahib represents the
Guru spirit, embodiments of the common spirit of the Ten Gurus.

A dmple life, child-like devotion with humility and sdfless service
bring about ragpid spiritud progress and even the illiterate devotees
atan the wisdom and Gurmat knowledge. It is possble for men of
intense Soiritudity to fater, but ther sense of humility and redization
of wrongdoing and aonement can bring them back to spiritud glory.
Love for Divine-Beng and remaining humble and obedient can win
many heats and make life truly blissful. Such ae the virtues
demondrated in the narrated lives. Obvioudy it is intended to enthuse
and motivate aspiring Gursikhs to follow worthy examples.

To trandate this book into English was a crying need of our time for its
wider reach for the benefit of our youth, who are not so proficient in the
Punjabi  language. With blessngs of Saguru, this has been
successfully  underteken by Bha Jespinder Singh J, his family and
other enthusiagtic young sudents. It is hoped that even in this firg
attempt, the origind intended Gurmat message shdl be conveyed. |



persondly congratulate the team behind this work and do wish for the
good work to continue.

June 25, 2000
Dr. Darshan Singh
Toronto, Canada



WORDS OF GRATITUDE

Imagine a retired soldier, with little basc education and total sranger
to the literary world, being assgned the daunting duty of trandating
Bha Sahib Bha Randhir Sngh J’'s book! However such happens to
be the Dispenson-Divine. As a soldier, |1 could only agree to do my
best rather than shirk a duty. It is hoped, that my readers in ther
magnanimity, would put up with the poor and faulty presentation and
yet manage to get at the re message, to convey the Essence of Gurmat
of the origina book, ‘Rangle Sgjan’.

It was during one of the July Samagams a Toronto, to commemorate
the sacred memory of Bha Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh J, that his old
associae Dr. Darshan Singh J and Giani Amolak Singh J dluded to
ome life-dories, liged in ‘Rangle Sgjan’. This sarved like igniting the
fuse in the souls of young participants and enthused them to learn more
in detail. On popular demand | trandated four chapters of the book. It
happened to be well received by our student community. Ever since
this Samagam the active participation of Bha Jwan Sngh J and Dr.
Darshan Singh J, have led many aspirants to the Gurma-Way of life
by having been baptised and even become very good Kirtaniyas in
regular Gurdwara programs.

During my vist to Ludhiana, | went to pay my respects to Bhai Bdbir
Sngh J, son of Bha Sahib Bha Randhir Singh J. | told him about
interest of the Toronto youth in trandation of Bhai Sahib’'s books. In
turn he asked me to underteke the trandation of the entire book,
‘Rangle Sgjjan’, as a ‘red service'. That ishow | cameto look at it asa
privilege to render ‘service and labour of love. | have truly enjoyed
my work and many of my family and friends shared it, proof-reading
and typing. It is now fervently hoped that feedback would be received
from enlightened readers to improve this trandation and aso it would
be of some use meanwhile.

April 26, 2000
Jaspinder Singh
24 Newdale Place,
Brampton, ON,
L6S 572, Canada



INTRODUCTION

It is often seen that there is non-acceptance of the true incidents,
pertaning to the lives of the Olden Saints, that have an dement of
amazing wonder. The argument is non-occurrence in the present day
life of such incidents. Those, paticulaly with scientific mind, regect
miraculous incidents as figments of imagingion, that are untrue in red
life. They bdieve that truth can dways be verified through scientific
means acceptable to human mind and intellect through perception. Al
else beyond thisiswrong and false.

The life incdents of 23 individuds should adequatdly remove such
doubts, as the recent true happenings, witnessed by many of the
surviving people of our times It edablishes that the gpiritud
experiences continue in the current times, just as in the old. The
reference is made only to the spiritud life of individuds Human life
has many ups and downs and only a few rare may have the sameness of
goiritudly high date throughout. Such a deedy life is a Divine Gift,
otherwise the danger of dipping is lurking a every sep. Bhagat Kabir
J sys
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O, Kabir! Never bloat with pride nor laugh at another’s misery.
Who knows what thy own life may have in store for you yet.39.

It is not easy to gain spiritudity and to mantain is yet more difficult in
view of the temptations or pit-fals. This can be seen in the life
example of Bha Sarwan Singh J, Phdewa, how he fel from the gpex
of spiritual height. None can boast that he or she is not subject to error.

The dally prayer says,

“Utter WaheGuru, Thinking of those who bore the unbearable
spiritual powers and overlooked other’s faults.”



To bear the unbearable temptation to flaunt spiritual powers and ignore
faults of others is the hdlmark of truly grest. Normaly people get
puffed up with pride even with little acquistion of Worldly power,
what to tak of spiritud power. This is why in Skhism, it is prohibited
to indulge in miraculous showing off, that impedes spiritud growth.
The purpose of this book is to illustrate how efficacious is the Simran,
meditation of Nam and how to get imbued in Nam. This is why the
book is Named “Rangle Sgjan, the Imbued Onesl This was written
between 1952 to 1954 at Kumar Hatti, in Himachal Pradesh.

Bha Sahib Randhir Sngh J has been devoted to a life of Kirtan from
1901 and it is due to this, that he attracted and made friends with many
Gurgkhs. Out of these, he has written about the life events of 23
deceased ones in this book. He is thinking of writing about some more,
which may appear in future editions. It has been consdered it desrable
to write only about those, who had completed their earthly sojourn. It
isdifficult to predict about aliving being in his future conduct.

There are many amazing everts in this book, which might lead some
readers to oiritudity. This is dso a unique presentation in the present
age of worldliness and might prove helpful to the divindy-oriented. It
is hoped, that it will make enjoyable reading.

14th January 1956
(Nahar Singh Giani) Gujjarwa
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MARU M:5

Self-pride, worldly attachment, avarice and evil thought were secluded from mind.
Jewel of Nam and Virtues-Divine were the only stock-in-trade, that a devotee
carried forth to hereafter.1.

Lasting was Love-Divine of the devoteetill theend. Serving Lordin life-time, he
enshrined Memory-Divine while departing for the herafter.1.PAUSE.

Never did he shirk in complying with Will-Divine.

Dwelling in Bliss of Equipoise, the devotee always set out to whatever warranted by
Duty-Divine.2.

He discerned not between grief and pleasure, but remained satiated in Divinely-
Ordained privation.

Whatever the Will-Divine was accepted cheerfully.3.

With Grace-Divine glorified was devotee both here and in the hereafter.

Blessed is he and worthwhile hislife, O' Nanak, who perceived of the Lord.4.5.
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Thereisbut oneLord! Through Grace of the Enlightener, True
Satguru, Heisrealised.

MIRACUL OUS WORLD
THAT OF
NAM -IMBUED DEVOUTS
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THE ONLY LORD, EVER VICTORIOUS!
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O’ Nanak, ‘Rangle” arethe Nam-Imbued.

Ever engrossed in Devotion, in Equipoise they remain.2.
Si Rag Ki Var M:3[85]

Loving Memoirs
Of
Dear Ones, Departeesto ‘GUR-PURI’ in Her eafter

Many joined the Jathaand left. What purpose it would serve to write
about those fake Divine-Lovers. Thisisanarration of the lives of
‘Gurmukh’ devouts, who successtully ferried across worldly ocean

departing in Glory, in brief.

The opening is meade with life-sketch of the devout couple, Sri Baba
Ram Singh J and Mata Prem Kaur:



Rangle Sgjjan
CHAPTER 1
BABA RAM SINGH AND MATA PREM KAUR JI
PHALEWAL (LUDHIANA)

The couple were both deeply religious and resded at village Phdewd,
about 5 kms South of Narangwa. Baba Ram Singh J was employed in
the Army, but had quit a the early age of 33. He had aways been
greatly attracted towards spiritudism.  His plan was tha, after leaving
the service, he would get baptised and would devote completdy to a
religious life. While in sarvice, he had a vison that his desre would be
fulfilled through a ‘Nirban Kirtani Jatha of dedicated Gurskhs,
sdflesdy devoted to Kirtan and meditation. That is where he would
experience true oiritudism and life of reigious service, as one of the
Jatha

Prompted by his vison, he left the Army to redise his wish. He had
landed property in the village and his family was jugt his issudess wife.
She was a very obedient lady. Both decided to get baptised soon. Baba
Ram Singh had dready been named according to the Skh rites and his
wife was now named Prem Kaur. She came to be popularly known as
‘Mata Prem Kaur'. Their marriage ceremony was aso conducted again
according to the Sikh rites ‘Anand Karg’ during Baptism. From then
on the couple were life long dedicated members of the Jatha, aways
happy to serve. Following the Skh tenets, ther life occupation became
Nam meditation, service, and sharing. Ther service in langar, free
kitchen, was exemplary. They were both peace-loving, openhearted
and sdf-contended people.  Ther lives were dedicated to service
tirdedy with utmost humility. They were the pillars of service in
Langar a the Samagams for many years. Never was there a shortage of
food or lack of sarvice Ther humility was infauaing for dl those
parteking food in the Langar. Their sweet words mingled with the holy
food, prepared by them, produced Soul-lifting experience  Ther
meditation was continuous and not even a bresth was wasted without
Nam. This combination of service and meditetion led them often to
deep meditation in the Langar, that was specidly located close to the
place of Akhand Pathh and Kirtan. This enabled Bha Ram Singh and
Mata Prem Kaur J to listen to Gurbani while engaged in sarvice.  This
double action of holy service and Divine word brought glorious shine

1



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
to ther faces and their faces gppeared as fonts of Elixir to the beholders
causng ripples of gspiritud joy in ther hearts. They were the ided
couple, the very picture of ‘two bodies but one in spirit’. Ther spiritua
advancement was made even as complete illiterates  This is in
accordance with Gurbani:

" yiat difee fore 1| ufsnr nigufanr ygH aifs ure 1 q 1l

T8 Ho® U [a¢D]
The one who meditates on the Lord,

attains the highest spiritual Glory whether a scholar or illiterate.
Gauri M:5[197]

Thus this couple was illiterate but surpassed many of the scholarly
persons in Divine knowledge. They were dways cheerful.  Whenever
somebody wanted something from the Langar, they would entertain
with sweet words and supply the need. Their virtues of perseverance,
contentment and tolerance were a rare sght and most commendable.
They would offer dl ther earnings from ther famland in the name of
the Guru. They had a unique cow, that yielded milk dl the year round.
The cow could be milked anytime, even a mid-night. We had named
this cow ‘Sura Gaoo' (the divine cow). Whaever they sowed
meditatively in their land, after a shower, would grow, yidding a rich
crop.  Such was the Divine Blessng. Their homegrown pulse of whole
‘Mash’ (phascolus radiatus), prepared in an iron utensl was mogt
ddicious. No matter how many people ate, there was never a shortage.

The dmple minded, Mata Prem Kaur J, ataned the date of Divine
Reveation. | discovered this, when | would find that she had churned
butter milk and speciadly baked bread of mixed grains, ready for me on
my unannounced vigts to Phaewd at dl odd times. Once | asked her
as to how she had come to prepare dl fresh food whenever | visted
without any notice.  She smilingly pointed towards Bhai Sarwan Singh
as the source of her information, giving details of darting and arivd as
adso the number of people accompanying me.  Accordingly the food
was prepared. | scolded Bha Sarwan Singh for misuse of the occult
powers. However he pleaded that it was not him, but the direct
revelation to the Mata. Thiswasjust her modest way to put me off.



Rangle Sajjan

Such happenings very many. All this was the result of sdfless service
to God and Nam. Mata Prem Kaur kept her occult powers a hidden
secret and never showed off. Occasondly before my jal term, she
would say, “Ba (Elder brother)! There is going to be a prolonged
sepaation. May God be with us” | would tell her that His Will would
be done. This couple served with full dedication up to 1914, with ever
more eagerness.

Baba Ram Singh's serenity and tolerance were limitless He had so
much love for me that he would not say without me. There were
aways Samagams and gatherings of Akhand Kirtan. If ever there was
a break, he would come to Narangwa accompanied by Bha Sarwan
Singh. There we would do Simran and Kirtan together. He was
extremdy regular in atending Kirtans. Once the entire Jatha went to
the village Sahdi of Si Babu Md Singh J in didrict Anritsar.
Enroute we were snging (Kirtan) hymns. Baba Ram Singh fell in deep
meditation even while waking. On reaching sarhdi, Akhand Pathh
Samagam darted. As usud this couple took up the service in Langar.
They were enjoying lidening to the Pathh while engaged in service
Many a time ede brother of Babu J, Si Bha Waryam Singh J,
would vist Langar to find out if anything was in short supply there
Evey time Si Baba Ran Sngh J would re-assure him.  There was
never redly a shortage with the divingly contented couple around.

Along with many others of the Jatha, | was imprisoned in the Ludhiana
jal. After some time Bha Ram Singh was dso brought there. He had
dready prayed for joining us. However he suffered great hardships in
jal due to old age and his rigorous discipline of Sarabloh Bibek,
cooking and edting in iron utendls. The unjugt British Rule had
origindly sentenced dl of us to life imprisonment, but the revised term
for Bha Ram Singh was for two years. Thus he was freed much ahead
of our release, yet his prayerful yearnings for our company were dways
there.

While gill waiting for a reunion, he left for his heavenly abode about
four months prior to my release.  Even while departing his soul visted
meinjall to bid 'Gur Fateh'.



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
The happy news was that he remained dedicated to the last in God-
Love. The loss was just unbearable for Mata Prem Kaur. Though ill
dive on my return after imprisonment, yet she was a withdrawn person,
a caricature of her old «f, living in a world of her own. She met me
very affectionately and had heart to heart tak. In a period of three
years she dso departed from this world, to join Baba Ram Singh a the
Eternal abode.

Here is an example, worth mentioning, of Baba Ram Singh's kind,
bounteous and compassonate nature. In his extended family
reationship, there was a family tha had unreasonable sense of
animogity towards him snce long. One of ther members had gone
abroad to Chinese and Mdaysan idands to make his fortune. When he
returned with consderable wedth, he had a terrible disease. A young
man of 9x feet height and broad chedt, his whole body got iffened
suddenly, incgpable of bending or moving. He could only be helped by
a least four persons ether to lie flaa or stand erect, without moving.
He had tried dl medicd help aoroad, but to no aval. He returned
disappointed to Phaewa and wished to see Baba Ram Singh. When
Baba J learnt of this request and his state of illness, he forgot al about
the old inimicd rdationship and wished to be as hdpful as possble
This was the time when the entire Jatha happened to be vigting Baba
J. Taking leave of the Jatha, he went to see the aling person. The
patient cried bitterly while explaining his afliction. He made a request
for an Akhand Pathh to pray for his wel being, paticulally when the
Jatha happened to be there of Divine heders. He sad that if he died
after such an Akhand Pethh, he would be redeemed and if he regained
hedth he would seek Baptism dong with the entire family to live a
dedicated life. Baba J on return repested the request to the Jatha with
tearful eyes. He prayed for the well being of the patient to the holy
congregation, with the fath in efficacy of the Divine word and the
prayer of holy ones. Who would ever rave denied a request from Baba
J? The next day preparations were made for the Akhand Pathh. The
patient was brought by four persons in the presence of Sii Guru Granth
Sahib.  The Baba was in attendance of Sii Guru Granth Sahib, waving
the flywhisk while standing. Seeing the patient, he addressed with
Divine fervour. “You have erred serioudy, that you are not aware of a
present.  Describe your promise to the Guru in your prayer, while
proceeding to make fortune in the foreign lands” It al came back to

4



Rangle Sajjan

the memory of the patient and he told that, “Yes, Sr! | had made the
promise to st adde tithe in the Guru's name from my eanings.
However | snned againg this. In the past ten, twelve years | made a lot
of money. While the tithe amount kept mounting, | was log in worldly
pleasures, forgetting al about the promise. This is truly a serious lapse,
which is the cause of my dfliction.” It was decided, tha the correct
amount of tithe after cdculating, be sent to Hazoor Sahib before the
Akhand Pathh was darted. The patient immediately dispathched the
requiste money through his brother. Now that the Samagam was to
dat, Baba J put the condition, that he would ligen to the entire
recitation of the Pathh. He readily agreed and asked for permisson to
ligen while lying on the ground, because of his alment. This was
granted. Baba J then gave him encouraging words of faith and hope.

The Kirtan of AsaDi-Var started at 4:.00 A.M. and ended a 11:00
A.M. There was a congregationa prayer before garting the Pathh. The
patient was held by four persons in the standing position for the prayer.
His body was just like a plank of wood. At the end of the prayer he fell
in prodrate pogtion in front of S Guru Granth Sahib. To everybody’s
amazement he sat up on his own, without hep. Sri Karah Prasad was
digributed when Si Jap J was read from Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The
Baba had prepared Karah Prasad and distributed aso.  Offering the
Prasad to the patient, he sad, “This is the Elixir of Five dements, the
mogt efficacious medicine of dl. Ea this” Soon after he ate, he fdt
rguvenated and asked to be left on his own. The miracle was wrought
by the Grace of the Guru and he was in norma hedlth by the end of Sri
Akhand Pathh. He could wak about normaly. The entire assembly
was wounder sruck as dso the medicd practitioners. The whole
family got baptised snging the Gurbani:

tle efer™ 39R 39 | A3 Udeg I3 enT 83 a1l 998 |
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O, Lord of theweak! With Faith in Thee,

| have put my entire family on Thy Ferry.Pause.
Gauri Kabir Ji [337]

This hymn was sung by the entire family. There was ‘Guru Ka Langar’
and shortly there after he again left for the foreign lands. Baba J in
paticuar and the Jaha in generd was highly praised for this

5



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
miraculous feat. Baba J wanted dl the Jatha to leave immediately to
avoid hearing the prase. This is an example of his magnanimity and
aoofness from any praise or condemnation.

Hearing of the events concerning this couple from my wife, Kartar
Kaur, pertaining to the period of my jal term, | would often be moved.

However it would render this narration very long, if those were to be
included. Thusweend it here.

‘Most Wondrous Couple of GURU-DEVOTEES
(A UIH »igy 99 ALa &)

Mata Prem Kaur a picture of devoted love and service,
Baba Ram Singh, a personification of humble devout.
Such was wondrous couple of Guru’s devotees.

In the foot-prints of ancient devouts,

Reciting Nam while sharing their honest living,
Thus lived dl through the elderly couple.366.

With resources meagre but life of contentment,
remaining patient in gratitude of Divine-like ascetics.
Content with Divine-dispensation and self -sufficient,

They enjoyed the riches of NamWedlth, gifted by Guru.
Indeed it was Kingdom true of Care-free life,
Real bliss and feding abundance of royality.
True wealth of Nam Treasure in abundance,

Y et never fearing of theft or robbery.367.
Worldly poor but abounding in Nam wedlth,
They werw truly rich with Eternal Treasure.
Those, who gather Nam-True, are not paoor,

For Lord provides all to such devotees.
Bestowed with Rare Nam-Jewel,
Enjoy access to al Divine-Resources.368.

Difficult indeed is the life of Nam-devation,
Y et service in Nam dedication bears rich fruit.
Hard service rendered to congregations of Guru’'s devotees,
Ferried the two of old couple devouts.
Mata Prem Kaur remained intoxicated in humility and love,
Blissful remained the hearts of both aged ones.
Nam-imbued were these rare jewels of Guru,

World fail to describe these Fragrant-Roses of Guru devouts.369.
[Extract from Jot Vigas, book of poems by Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji]
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Rangle Sgjjan
CHAPTER 2
KHANJAR WALIYE: SAINT-LIKE MAHANT
SUNDER SINGH Ji

It was in 1910 that | had an irresgtible cal from my beloved Gurmukhs
Si Babu Md Singh J and Bha Paa Sngh J. Accompanied by
Akhand Pathhis and Akhand Kirtani Jatha, | landed at Ambaa Cantt.
We had a prolonged sesson of Akhand Pathhs and Akhand Kirtans. In
the Army Rasda No0.18 Bha Sunder Sngh J was employed as
Granthi. He was in his early youth with smal, uniform growth of beard
on his round, hedthy face. Attracted spiritudly by the Jatha programs,
he was dways seen dong with another youthful Vir Arjan Singh (who
became wel known later as Bhuri wde Sant) following the Nam
imbued Jatha in a love-lorn date. He was highly srung with spiritud
yearnings and his deep had evaded him day and night. Such was the
piercing of arrows of spiritud love. He had only one strong desire that
he should get baptised by the Gurmukh Jatha a the earliest, 0 as to get
smilarly imbued with Nam.

Wedl versed in Gurmat tradition, S Bha Piaa Sngh J (who has
presently left for heavenly Abode) gpproached me with the request to
include Granthi Sunder Sngh J among the Pathhis. He explained that
Bha Sunder Singh J's recitation was fluent and faultless  In turn |
lovingly explained that this Vir is as yet a candidate for Baptization,
dill in search of Nam-Nectar. How could he become a Pethi when he
is dill unBaptized? This would be againg the tradition of the Jatha |
redized that Bhai Piara Singh J was very keen to ligen Pethh from the
Granthi and therefore assured that his desire would soon be fulfilled
once Bha Sunder Singh is a Baptised Singh. His love yearnings are
dill ascending 0 let these rise up fully. Hearing this Si Bha Fara
Sngh J had nothing more to say. Sitting near by, Bha Sunder Singh
was ligening to the above conversation. With folded hands he humbly
submitted, “Truly | am not yet competent to become a Pathhi of this
Jatha. | am 4ill a beggar at their door. | have lisened to many Akhand
Pahs and paticipated in many. | could recite with great fluency.
However the bliss | am enjoying in ligening to the Akhand Pathhs of
this Jatha, |1 have not experienced before. Every Pathhi recites Gurbani
as if shooting arrows that pierce hearts. This has changed the course of
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my dry life. It gopears as if | am soon going to be reborn with the
essence of Gurmat Nectarian life”

Bha Sunder Singh Granthi had the insght to evauae the pure Gurmat
principles of the Jatha and firmly decided to join it. After a few
Akhand Pathhs, it was his turn to get Baptised. Baptizing ceremony
was pat of every Akhand Pathh and the Jatha was frequent vidtor to
Ambaa Cantt. Once the decison was made known for Granthi Bhai
Sunder Singh to get Baptised, he adopted the discipline of Sarbloh, use
of pure iron utensls in advance. He was sdected among the candidates
for Baptism. Hisjoy knew no bounds. He had prepared his inner sdf to
be imbued with Nam-dye. The arow of Divine-Love immediatey hit
the bull of the target. No sooner the five beloved ones sprinkled drops
of Nectar into the mouth of thirdy ran bird and the initiation of
Gurmantar was heard, such was the piercing of this Divine Arrow that
the highest spiritudity was ataned. Such was the shinning glory of
the face of dear brother Sunder Singh J, that it was difficult to behold.
The handsome face, imbued with the magca Nectarine Nam became
highly splendrous. He had congderable proficiency in Kirtan earlier
and when he got tuned to NamBani after Baptiam, it atained new
miraculous heights The arow of Shabad Kirtan originating from his
heart pierced through many other smilar jewds. He logt dl pride as
digtinguished Army Granthi and its rank. He was happy to be humblest
of the humble seeking dust of the holy congregation. He became the
dedicated servant of the house of Guru. His dedication to service was
such that he lost ego of being Baba J as Army Granthi. He was ever
intoxicated with Nam-Nectar, unaffected by his surroundings. He was
engrossed in the enjoyment of cededtid bliss He forgot al about esting
and drinking needs and neglected dressng up as a well-groomed Baba
J. He wore only the dress of a Gurmukh, that of Kachhera, a grey
shirt, Kirpan with Gatra (belt across the body) and the double turban
(lower one of Saffron colour and the top one black woolen). He
abandoned the formd dress of Granthi Baba of tight pgama, etc., yet
he appeared resplendent and magestic. Today his recitation of Akhand
Peth, regading and blissful to the liseners, is beyond dl prase The
recitation is like raining of fragrant Nam-Nectar. He is the mogt fluent
Pathhi today and yet most clear and flawless to the ligeners. His
recitation was uplifting and swaying the minds. He recited for hours
together without any fatigue with ever-risng pitch. Alongsde more
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and more glory shone on his face. His divine glow associated with
Nam-Bani was unbearable for the beholders. The inner recitation of
Nam went on with full force in unison with recitation of Akhand Pathh.
That is how the moon-like face shone with freshness and dso kept the
ligteners fresh and attentive.

This was a gresat, pricdess jewel, added to the Jatha. Wondrous was his
glory. In the Army Rasda No0.18 he was thus a high-spirited Akhand
Kirtaniya, Akhand Pathhi and one of the Baptizing Jatha of Immaculate
Nam. Such was the divine blessng! The prevdent piritud
environment & Ambaa Cantt. was so enriched that even the cdegtid
angels would have been yearning for this. The Skh Platoons, Rasdas,
Regiments and Artillery happened to come together in this cantonment.
This mugt have aroused the envy of even the stars of destiny, because
this heavenly bliss was dhort lived.  With change of historicd
circumgtances, the army formations had to move away to new places of
duty. With this, our vidts to Ambaa Cantt. dso became raer. The
transfers of our Army friends ended the gatherings of love-lorn spiritud
seekers. We accepted the coming events as the Divine-Will.

After my rdesse from life-imprisonment the news | could get was tha
Khanjar wdia Vir Sunder Singh was no more a Granthi in Army. He
was now a Mahant of a Nirmala sect a village Lohgarh near Raikot.
This was a hereditary podtion that Mahant Sunder Singh filled with
digtinction, preaching the essence of Gurmat. From Lohgarh he moved
his base to the village Lohat Vadi. It became a centre for holy
congregations with people joining from far and near. The environment
of gspiritudity and rich feast of Nectarian bliss darted dtracting true
lovers of Divine. The annuad specid gatherings included the Baptizing
ceremonies. Many were the beneficiary souls.

With my return to village Narangwd, there was continuous flow of
countless holy ones, joining in holy congregaions. That is the time
that Vir Bha Sunder Singh headed an impressve Kirtani Jatha from
Lohat Vadi. He had the same persondity of peaceful splendour, which
| had known with a glowing face and black beard, like a cloud around
the moon. However his body was not athletic but he had developed a
paunch. We met as old friends after long separation, holding each
other in ight embrace and separated yet again. | ill remember parting
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words of Si Bdoved Vir Bha Sunder Singh J. He sad, “This is
blisfuness of fleging times The next meding shdl awat the
destiny.” He returned to Loht Vadi. His continuous dgtting in
meditation had caused fad piles dissese. He died, leaving his mortd
framefor his heavenly abode!

nifent AE® Ig & B I

TS Tes niuTt HIF U, U3 [QuUR]

Blessed is such alife.
Gauri Bavan Akhri M:5, P.13[252]
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CHAPTER 3
THE GOLDEN BHAI SARWAN SINGH

Though Bha Sawan Singh was of dark complexion, yet his Nam
imbued glowing face would radiste golden hue aways. That is how |
came to name him “The Golden Bha Sawan Singh”. He is other than
Bha Sawan Singh of village Phdewd, whose origind wheregbouts
are unknown. It is as if he appeared suddenly from nowhere to join
Jatha just before my imprisonment. Soon after he got Baptised and
dtaned the sublime spiritudity ingantly.  He knew nothing of the
Gurmukhi  script nor could recite a sngle Gurbani Shabad from
memory. He wastotdly illiterate and yet, likeit issaid in Gurbani:

" yiEt difee fore 1| ufsnr nizufanr ygH aifs ure 1 q il

8t How U [a¢D]

The mortal who contemplates of the Lord,

attains spirituality sublime whether literate of illiterate.
Gauri M:5[197]

He had access to great depths of Gurmat awareness. He was verily the
personification of servicew He was in his early youth without any sgns
of beard. He remained engrossed in service day and night. He was
gifted in NamSmran, reciting Nam with every breath endledy.
During Akhand Pathh and Akhand Kirtan Samagams he offered for dl
kinds of service, sdfless sarvicee He would prepare langar for the
entire congregation, no maiter how large the numbers. He served Al
with his own hands in every way, induding deaning of utendls (that he
would not share with anyone). He would keep the iron utensils of Sarb
Loh in shining sate of cleanliness He would carry the sack of utensis
on his head to every Samagam. He would ding over the shoulders the
musicd indruments of harmonium and tabla and yet cary more on his
shoulders.  In short, he tried to cary dmost everything as fa as
possble. In accordance with his humble request langar was kept
adjacent to the Akhand Pahth recitation. He was very keen on both
ligening to Akhand Pathhs and serving in the langar.
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This kept on for years and his high spiritud sate and access to the
sublime, remained secret except for the few close associates.  His
sdfless continuous service with extreme humility bore the fruit on its
own of deeply deeped love of Divine-Nam, surpassing even the
accomplished ascetic spiritudists. He darted envisoning the invisble
and futurigic events. At dl times whether gtting, standing or walking,
he was engrossed in the practice of NamSmran. He never would
showoff nor would anyone praise him and nor did he seek it. He would
make provisons for bathing of al Singhs & 200A.M and then take
bath himsdf. Stting doof in a cover and unknown to others, he would
ligen to Nitnem recitation dong with Nam-Smran prectice.  This was
his routine. | never saw him deeping, nor in any undesirable company.
He was dways in the midst of holy Sangat. His only occupation was
Nam and Seva During Akhand Pathh Samagams he remaned in
langar through out the Sewa. His body thus remaned engaged in
savice in Langar and conscioudy he would listen to Akhand Pathh.
After the sarvice, he would st among the ligeners of Akhand Pethh in
a most inconspicuous way. He generdly appeared to be a carefree and
impulsve Skh. Jewdlers done know the worth of jewels and precious
sones. Everybody is not given to such awareness. His sdfless sarvice
endbled him to soar in soirit and finadly brought him the occult powers.
However he never prided in his occult powers nor anyone knew about
this. Even | remained unaware of these secrets.

Accidently this secret was reveded one day. The Jatha made
preparations to proceed to a village via Nabha to join Akhand Peathh
Samagam at the house of a Gurmukh. It was the summer period of
May-June. The Golden Vir, Bha Sarwan Singh was dso among the
Jatha. While I was my tying turban, he sat on a cot and started dozing.
He used to deep briefly even while waking. In a brief period of 5 to
10 minutes, he got up with a dat utteing ‘WAHEGURU,
WAHEGURU'. Noticing anxiety and worry on his face, |1 asked him
whether he had seen any queer events in his dream. He innocently
replied, “What to say Sir! | sw that Akhand Pethh is being recited a a
place and | am sarving in the langar. Meantime a Pathhi is heading for
the langar. | reckoned it to be you. On the way a dog bit his leg. Such
was the wound the blood streamed with great flow. | hit the dog with a
piece of wood to stop his bite. Seeing this horror | woke up. | fdt as if
this was a red hgppening.” Soon after we Started on our way. The
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entire Jatha went waking. The village was a about 10 miles from
Nabha. Soon after reaching the village, we started preparing for the
Akhand Pathh. There was Akhand Kirtan during the early ambrosia
hours and the Pathh commenced after that. | darted reciting Pathh.
When | was relieved by another Pethhi, | was asked to partake
something from the langar. | was 4ill under the intoxicating influence
of Gurbani. With haf-closed eyes enjoying contemplatiion of Nam, |
was waking wearing wooden sandds.  Just close to the langar was a
pillar and behind that was a dog dtting. | was unaware of the dog and
accidently stepped on his forepaw. The dog caught my ankle in his
jaws. So severe was the hite that blood came out in streams. Bhai
Sawan Singh was preparing the langar and stting near hearth. He got
up and hit the dog with a piece of wood to free me from (the dog) him.
Strangdy | never fdt any pain and despite the blood flowing, | was
shouting happily, "Singh's dream has come true. How Wonderful!
What a fulfillment of the forecast event!!” | was remembering Bha
Sarwan Singh's narration of the queer event and so | burst out with his
secret.  However Bhai Sarwan Singh had forgotten al about it. | was
asked by Singhs of the Jatha about the dream and what was the
adonishing fulfillment. | replied that there was nothing to describe
here. It warranted privacy. The Singhs took me for bandage of the
wound and now that we were away from the scene, they indsted on the
information.  In the absence of Bha Sarwan Singh | explained about
his envisoning the event in detall just as it occurred in redity. | dso
dressed not to discuss this with the Golden Vir, so that he enjoys his
innocence in obscurity and away from public glare. It caught wind and
everybody in the Jatha came to know of it. Suddenly there was a new
respect for him in al hearts, yet none mentioned about his occult power
and envisoning the event in advance. This is the uniqueness of the
House of Guru that people enjoying sublime dae of spiritudity,
envisoning the invisble, are adle to control the uncontrollable power.
This @mes naturdly to the Gurskhs, who make no show of it nor bloat
with ego. Seeing the carefree and enthudadic Vir Sarwan Singh,
dedicated to Nam and sarvice, none could imagine his high spiritudity.
The ease of equipoise is seen only among the free ad humble
Gurmukh Sikhs of the Guru. It is enough to demondrate this event
petaning to this Vir, who can fahom the hidden secrets of the
inconspicuous spiritua beings.
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After sometime | was whisked away to the jal, leaving behind such
beloveds of the Guru. | never knew where they scattered to and where
the Golden Bha Sawan Singh went! | have a feding that he mugt
have left for Abode-Divine or dse he would certainly have come to see

me. | know nothing from where he had come. | am left with his
narrated memory. So herel end it!
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CHAPTER 4
VIR NIRBHAI SINGH JI LALTON

| am under going life imprisonment and most likdy it is the year 1920.
Bha Nirbha Singh J was heading towards Cdcutta to atend a
Congress Conference.  This was the specia conference that passed
‘Non-Cooperation’ resolution.  Before commencing his journey Vir
Nirbha Singh had decided to meet political prisoners in Hazaribag jall
and then proceed to Cdcutta. The jail is served by © Hazaribag Road
ralway dation, located on the railway line to Cdcutta. It is surrounded
by 40 miles of deep forest. This place is a hedth resort in Bihar
province that remains cool dl round the year.

Vir Bha Nirbha Singh J has reached Hazaribag City and dtarts off for
Hazaribag jal ealy in the morning during ambrosa hours He is
waking leisurdy. It is dl quiet, with dew in the ar and light drizzle.
Love-lorn, separated long ago, he is full of anticipated joy of the
medting. In this date of love yearning he is quely recting Gurbani in
his heart while waking towards the jail, with bowed head in a date of
sdf-absorption.  Suddenly he hears a distant heart-rending recitation of
Soks of Mahda 9 from Si Guru Granth Sahib. He looks around with
great surprise, trying to locate the source of recitation that has touched
him. He is wondering that in this forlorn place, where there is no Skh
population who could be this lover of Gurbani who is reciting with
pinning heart the mogt touching Gurbani Soks of the Ninth Nanak,
Guru Teg Bahadur J. He discerns that sound is from the direction of
jal. He is perplexed dl the more because in the surroundings of Jal
there could only be Bihari population and yet the recitation is most
touching and absorbing.  With folded hands he just stands motionless to
have alook of the on-coming holy face.

It is a Bihai Sepoy from the jal in his uniform, dnging in swest
lingering melodious voice, engrossed in the love of Gurbani of the
Soks Mahda-9. Teas ae fredy flowing from his eyes  When he
nears the daiue like Vir Nirbha Singh in his own intense love, both
Sepoy and the Vir are oblivious to thelir state or consciousness. When
the magicd sound just gpproaches, Vir Nirbha Singh gets dartled.
Seeing the Sepoy, he fdls like a log a his feet. No amount of coaxing
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from the Sepoy can make the Vir rise up. While the tears from the eyes
of Sepoy are fdling a the neck of the prodrating Vir, his own tears
wetted the feet of the Sepoy. The Sepoy is very glad to behold the face
of aSkh and dl hisbeing is bathed in spiritud love.

The Bihari Sepoy was not yet a complete Sikh in appearance; he had a
growth of beard on his face. He had fairly long hair on his head that
were not yet long enough to tie a knot. It gppeared that these were
growing in naurd dow fashion. Ever dnce the awareness of Khadsa
discipline of keeping unshorn hair, he had stopped cutting these. At
lagt he lifted the head of the Skh from his feet. When the two were
face to face, they asked each other Imultaneoudy, “What is your
name, What place are you coming from and where are you heading?’
The Sepoy replied fird, that he was an employee a the jal. This was
followed by another question from Bha Nirbha Singh, “* Who taught
you the Gurbani and where did you learn this?” He replied that one of

the politicd prisones in the jal is a Sant with unshorn har.
Interrupting him Bha Nirbhat Singh again enquired, “Is Bha Randhir
Singh J dso one of these political prisoners?”  Hearing the name, the
Sepoy fdl fla a the feet of Bha Nirbha Singh. He cried out with
flowing tears that it was the Sadhu of this same name who has blessed
him with the boon of these Soks and given knowledge about Gurbani.

Bha Nirbhai Singh lifted the head d this love-lorn Sepoy and informed
that he was heading for the jall to meet his santly benefactor. The
Sepoy humbly asked for any service for him. He dated tha his dl
body, mind and wedth are dedicated to the holy one and again offered
to make any sacrifice.

At the end of the didogue of mutud respect and love, Bha Nirbha
Singh gpproached the jail gate for meeting me. | was cdled by the
Jalor for the interview. Just on seeing me the Vir broke down with
uncontrolled sobs. He could not compose himsdf inspite of my efforts
and those of the jailor. He just could not spesk. The jailor asked him
for the cause of so much crying. In the midst of his sobbings, Nirbha
Sngh J sad, “We are the wreiches, who missed a lot. Blessed are
these Bihari Sepoys to get redeemed through the holy company. What
more can | say?’ Saying this he kept walling. Addressng me he sad
only this, “I am the same Nirbha Singh whose forehead you lovingly
touched with the iron Rosary of counting beads during Baptizing
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ceremony, opening thereby the Tenth Gate of ‘Dasam Dwar’. It was
only then that | briefly envisoned the Divine Glory. | could not follow
that with the ceasdess devotion nor had another smilar spiritud
experience.  While you are in the jail, we are engrossed in the politicd
rat race’. He agan resumed walling loudly. The interview time was
over and we got separated. While | was asked to go in and he was sent
out. Longingly he would turn back to have another glance. | dso stood
datue like to watch him going without being digurbed. Findly the
Sepoys took him away from my vison. In parting words, he shouted,
that he would agan see me on return from Cdcutta However tha
never happened. Nor was there another meeting, not even till date dter
return from long imprisonment. Beloved Vir, Nirbha Singh J had,
departed for Abode-Divine long back. Thus ends this narration. The
pen can write no more!
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CHAPTER 5
ANOTHER YOUTH FROM VILLAGE LALTON
BUDDING VIR JASWANT SINGH JI

This episode relates to the period of few years ealier to my life
imprisonment. The Akhand Kirnani Jatha used to join the Skh Youth
Asociation in Ludhiana at their Gurdwara for the weekly and Gurpurb
Samagams. The Gurpurb of Guru Nanak Sahib and Guru ‘Dasmesh
Sahily The tenth Nanak; used to be particularly well atended. Under
the able organization of the association secretary Bha La Singh J
(now Sardar Bahadur Lad Singh J) and Giani Nahar Singh J, the Skh
sudents of other schools of the city were dso invited. On the occasion
of ‘Katak Pooranmashi Gurpurad’, a group of Skh sudents from
Misson High School Ludhiana dso came to join the Gurpurab
cdebration. Ligening to the dimulating Kirtan by the Jaha many of
the young, uninitiated souls got ingpired.

One of the students from the misson school was the young Vir Jeswant
Singh J. Though he was very young and belonged to a poor family, yet
he was gifted with excdlent qudlities of head and heart. As a student of
a Chridgian school, he had his hair cut and was totdly ignorant of the
Skh Fath and the tenets. As a participant a the Gurpurb celebrations,
he experienced spiritud joy with a new awakening of his spirit. He
was 0 moved that he left the Misson School to join the Khasa High
School.  His high academic danding had earned him a very good
scholarship in the Misson school. He decided to forego the
scholarship to be able to enjoy the new gspiritud environment. He
joined the Khasa High School Boarding House. | am not sure of the
extent of financid hedp extended to him by the Khdsa School
management. However his scholarship was restored and he was given
some benefits like exemption from school fee etc. The Skh dudents
contributed towards the cost of his books expenditure.  This Vir
Jaswant Singh was not greedy nor had he changed to the new school
with such a motive.  This was his spiritud yearning that had wrought
the change. Heresolved to grow hair to establish his Skh identity.

Soon he had tress-knot on his head. So, on the next Gurpurb of
‘Dasmesh Guru J he got Baptised and became a full-fledged
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‘SINGH’.  His spiritud progress astounded many well-experienced
Skh missonaies. He had profound indgght of ‘Gurmat’, the divine
wisdom of the Guru. He had innocent looks, very high ‘Gurmat’
thoughts and a spiritud glow on his face. Soon after Baptism his inner
being blossomed forth with Divine Light and his face reflected the
glory. His ‘Kirtan' singing was extremey emotiond and heart piercing
a such young age. What digtinguished him mogt was tha inspite of his
being engrosed in soiritud  development, he retained his high
academic performance. He was soon a young graduate with the B.A
qudification.

By this time many of the Jaha, got imprisoned. During the Rakab
Ganj Gurdwara agitation dl the dudents, paticulally this newly
Baptised, cute, young, little Singh, were advised againgt participating in
the agitation. He was highly inggtent to join the brothers from Jetha in
Jal. It took quite a bit of trickery on our part to deny him this Though
he was refraned from joining agitation, yet he could not reconcile with
parting from the jailed Singhs and became very sck. Every effort was
made to make him accept Divine-Will, yet nothing worked and his love
yearnings and his love-lorn state proved fatal. He passed away before
my return from jal. Having found peace in Abode-Divine, he never
returned to soothe those of us left behind. What more to write? At
such a young age, it was amazing to see such deep study of Gurmat
tenets and devotion. He would be in trance for hours during
contemplation of Nam. His concentration was phenomend. This was
without a pardld, conddering his age. This was the brief life story of
young little Vir Jaswant sngh J that was short-lived but bright!

19



Bhai Sahib Bhai Randhir Singh Ji
CHAPTER 6
BHAI SOHAN SINGH JI JANGPUR WALE

Turbulent times came and passed away <Speedily. Sixteen years of

imprisonment for me were like sixteen nights  That was how | fdt the

passage of time in jails However the loved ones, suffering pangs of

separation, fdt every year like passing of an eternd age. On my release

in 1930 the love-lorn folks came to meet me in flood-like streams. My

close rdatives knew no bounds of joy. The welcome a Narangwal

village was 0 intensdy emationd that the surcharged tunes of Gurbani

anging reverberated the sky. My beloved wife, Srimati Kartar Kaur
sang fedingly,

ufg MUs3 U=t 3ar A His 918 wdaT I |

I91 Bt HI® q W 3 [2€8]

| await yearningly at my door, for great is my joy of anticipation.

Suhi M:1, Ghar 3[764]

She was besde hersdf with hgppiness. However even this was
aurpassed in mirthful singing by the Jatha from Jangpur, depicting
meeting after long separation of soiritud love in 'Gurbani.  Vir Bha
Sohan Singh J picked up the most apt 'Shabad' that pierced the hearts,

particularly gpplied to my life:

3H Wfg mieg KT HIS |II
3IHT et Ifg »ify faed niuer gt fasis 1| 9T |

U&AIT HI® U [€01]
Come home thou O' friend of mine!
God Himself has eliminated thy foes
and over isthe period of tribulation.Pause.
Dhanasari M:5[678]

What a scene it wasl S Bhai Sohan Singh Ji's eyes were flooded with
tears of joy and his face was resplendent with spiritud glory. It was
difficult to behold him. In his dae of intoxicated love, he led in
repested singing of each line of 'Shabad' followed by the entire Jatha
The entire assembly was moved to tears. The opening line was.
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fafs 31 37 f3afa g% Ay Aor AST wfg w1
The Lord, who sent you away has called you back!
Come home in comfort and peace.

Thisfilled dl the hearts with unbridled joy. The next line:

nae Ha® 36 IS AJH Ufs fegss ag aHg 1 a |
Sing happily of eulogy Divine in peace and enjoy eternal rule.l.

This was like blessng me and in fact has come true till date. Truly
perpetua has been the joy of Akhand Kirtan Samagams ever since.
This ceasdess bliss of holy company has erased the memory of past
aufferings. The ecdasy of spiritud bliss of Nam-meditation has been
no less than eteand rule with Divine-Grace. Then Si Bha Sohan
Singh J sang the next line of joyous blessing:

Ydie &6 YF d96d9 &HG IHG B I

Ending thy strife, The Creator Lord has graced you with Divine-
Glory.

Asif to mark the on sat of the continuous bliss were the words:

wfg Haw TAfa fa3 =8 »iud yAfH faea 12 11

With Divine-Grace, perpetual isthe singing of Divine-Eulogy at
home.2.

There was repeated singing of these lines by the entire congregation
and every one lost consciousness of time.  Such was the spiritud sway!
God knows how long this continued.

The following couplet was sung by Vir Sohan Sngh J sanding face to
face with me:
nAfET JIg $%J H3 Y I9 d F8fe g |
Stay steadfast, waver not, enjoying the support of Guru'sword.

# 7 &9 Ad% g HE® HY BA% 989 1| 3 |
While Universal acclaimis herein thisworld,
honour shall you find in Court-Divine.
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It felt like shower of blessngs, coming from the entire congregation to
enthuse me for the future. The ending lines crested a heavenly

environment:
frs & i 38 T @3 »md 3fenr FaTet |
The Lord of all beings and Savior True has redeemed you.

NOIY ST SIIHIT 361 AY 3t 18 118 11 ¢ |l

O' Nanak! Wondrousisthe act of Lord Supreme and Eternal isHis
Greatness.4.4.28.

The Shabad was sung for about an hour and a haf with lilting tune of
high pitch. This memory shdl ever abide in my entire being as most
unforgettable. While Si Bha Sohan Singh J has depated for
heavenly abode, | have ever cherished his gift of this memory. He was
degtined for a short life.  All his days were spent in holy congregation
after acquiring spiritua bliss. So imbued was he with Divine-Love!

There were many vigts from Jangpur Sangat to paticipate in holy
congregations.  Every such vist led to ever new exdted experiences
that verily led to gpiritua bloom and enrichment.  According to the
Gurbani quote, "Degtiny dways leads one by the nose to wherever he
be dedtined”. Si Bha Sohan Singh J joined as Granthi in the Army.
He never returned there after. His devoted wife, Simati Bibi Gian
Kaur, was dways by his dde, discharging her duty of service with
unpardlded love. | had visted Jangpur dong with al the members of
Jatha a his invitation before he joined the Army. Vir Sohan Singh J
was greaily loved and respected by the local Sangat. Many were such
loving souls of grest dedication, difficult to name, every one so out-
shining as Gurbani Kirtaniyas. They are ill around and helpful to the
love-lorn widow of Vir Sohan Singh J. Ever lasting is the effect of
loving memories of this Vir, lae Bha Sohen Sngh J. In my dedings
with him, | found him to be an evolved soul with high standards of
Gurmet.

He departed in his early youth and | received the sudden news. The

loca Sangat organised Pathh of S Guru Granth Sahib J and Akhand
Kirtan Samagam. This was attended by the sdect members of Akhand
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Kirtani Jatha at Jangpur to pay our respect and pray for the departed
soul and sympathize with hiswidow, Srimati Bibi Gian Kaur.
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CHAPTER 7
Bhai Lal Singh 'Sarblohi' (Dhandra)

Si Bha Ld Singh J was a prominent Kirtaniya (Snger) in Akhand
Kirtani Jatha. He would sng in a dhrill tune that moved the hearts of
ligeners. Though ghrill, yet his voice was didinctly audible. His mood
of ganging had depth of devotiond fedings that generated a dmilar
response from the audience. He would go on and on, as if nether he
nor the spellbound ligeners were ever satiated with music divine. He
was one of the rare ones, who could sng dl through the night. He
appeared a personification of devotion, staying fresh and dert dl dong.
He was very proficient in playing a peacock-like muscd ingrument,
Taus. He was popularly known as '‘Bhai Lad Singh with The Peacock'.
With the harmonium he would play new tunes of his own, as though
the indrument was an integrd pat of him. Losng himsdf totaly in
Kirtan, he would bend and swing over the harmonium in frill ecdtasy.
The pitch of his naurdly dhrill voice would keep risng. He had frill
grasp of the Gurbani beng sung and thus his fedings of devotiond
love kept mounting. He aways sdected devotiond shabads of yearning
Godly-love. His accentuated fedlings of deep devotion would creste an
environment of pinning for love-divine that made his own teary eyes
flow fredy.

He came from village Dhandra in the didrict of Ludhiana His
ancestors were followers of grict Sikh-discipline of the faithful. He too
abided by the discipline of 'dl ded' (sarbloh) dong with his wife as
soon as he was initiated with Baptism. The Jatha had gone to his village
for the baptisng ceremony and thus he became an inseparable part of
the Jatha He broke away from his earlier associations and remained
doof from cugomary rituds He was initigted with a band of highly
devout, sdf-sacrificing individuas, who frilly accepted the Skh code
undermining the ensuing hardships. The whole village turned up on the
occason, yet none dared to join him in getting co-baptised nor did
anybody match him in his seeking in spiritud hunger. Kirtan snging
groups from adjoining villages dso came to atend. The Jatha had
dready earned a name for a generous feasting and there was a specid
sene of abundance this time. There was unlimited supply of food,
particdarly Karah Prasad (sweet pudding of wheat flour, sugar and
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ghee in equd measure). All were equdly served to ther entire
satisfaction in spite of the heavy gathering from surrounding villages.

One ddely person from the village Phdewd, Bha Nand Singh was
seated separately. This was done because this brave Singh had great
gppetite and would have to leave un-satiated if seated with others in a
common row. While taking his specia seet, he said, “You have guessed
me rightly. However, today | am in a mood of taking only Karah
Prasad. | wish to see whether you can meet my requirements.” He was
being served liberdly. While he kept swdlowing, the serving Singh too
kept supplying into the sed bowl in front of Bha Nand Singh. This
went on to the ddight of Bha Nand Singh, swalowing happily with
dreamy eyes. God knows how much he ae The sarving Singh
edimated that it could be aound five kilograms. The serving was
sopped when he gave the indication with folded hands. | remember
that this marvellous person showered a lot of blessngs to reflect his
happiness. Facing me he sad amilingly, "Bha Randhir Singh, | am
fully sttiated with Karah Prasad today. None could meet my hill
requirement till date. It is only this blessed Jatha that could do it. May
Satguru ever bring victory to ‘Deg and ‘Teg’; unlimited food in
common kitchen and the sword of universd wefare Then he stood
up, moving his left hand over his full bdly and pointing his arow with
the right towards the assembled gathering he shouted repesatedly, “All
and sundry shdl join in (fath and Baptiam) dfter facing disgrace
without.” This was atime when the Baptism was not so common yet.

The Jatha left soon efter, teking leave of the newly baptised Bha LA
Sngh J and his wife The couple remained deadfast in ther strong
Skh fath al through their lives Bha Ld Singh J was of thin build
and light body, yet he was full of bravery. Whenever occasion arose to
champion a good cause, he was dways in the forefront like a lion to
meet any chdlenge. The following illugtration should suffice.

In accordance with Divine-Will, | was in jal custody a Ludhiana aong
with members of the Jaha Bha Ld Singh was engaged in some
misson of his own and was unaware of this event of our arest. As
soon as he got the news, he became restless and ether wanted to join us
in the jall or carry out a raid on the jail like Skhs of olden times to free
his brethren. The police of the British Rg kept strong guard around us
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even in jal. They were gathering some basis and proofs to initiate the
court case againgt us. They had to keep requesting extenson of our
cusody in jall from the court to prolong it. Thus the period was
extended to many months in jal for the Skhs. It was obligatory for the
court to inform the accused about remand of their custody. In our case
the British courts illegdly ignored this and judice was thrown to the
winds. The court orders for remand were read out to us in jal and date
of next hearing informed. Once it so happened that either due to clerica
error or ignorance of new judicid officer we were cdled to the Courts
for our hearing. Our group of twenty Singhs with handcuffs came out
of the jall under police guard and started marching toward the courts.
There were two policemen armed and swords for every accused,
marching adong in dose formation. Just as lion coming out of his den
into the open ar gets excited, smilaly our brave Singhs put into the
jal dungeons for months, on feding fresh open ar thought of ther
escape. They resolved by making signs that after subduing the guarding
policemen they would make good their escape. However the farsighted
Giani Nahar Singh among us controlled the Stuation and advised
agang this. It is a long disgance from the jal to the courts. Escorting
the Singhs lions-in-spirit, the well armed and more than double sized
policemen were shivering in fear. In fact they were merdy carying
wegpons, unsure of ther ability to use them. They would have
surrendered these to the Singhs with a single lion-like roar from them
or the Singhs would have snatched from their hands. Fear was clearly
evident from their pae faces They would panic a the dightest sound
or gesture. About 100 yards from the courts, there was thick growth of
trees that was lying uninhabited. We had to cross through this on our
way to the courts. We had barely gone hafway through the trees when
we noticed Bha La Singh carying an axe on his shoulder heading
toward our paty with the intent to chalenge the escorting guards. He
had been trying to find clues aout us due to his pangs of brotherly
love. On this day he suddenly found us as prisoners and was overcome
by his martid spirit. Unmindful of the policemen he came close to us
and darted to wak with us. He started making sgns for permisson to
attack the policemen and lead us to freedom. One wesk-hearted among
us commented that what could he do done? The brave Singh roared
back that, “A Singh is never done, but equivaent to one and quarter
lakh (sava lakh). Hearing this, the policemen were greatly frightened.
They requested Bhai La Singh, “Kindly dlow us to complete our duty.
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Once we finish, there will be a new escort party of policemen to escort
the prisoners back to the jall. Meanwhile you may gather more help for
you.” Bha La Singh would not ligen to their pleas and was ready to
atack. Some of our farsghted companions pleaded with him for
resraint with folded hands. Meanwhile, we gpproached the court
compound. The court was aso in panic. Seeing our ariva, they were
anxious to send us back to the jail, saying that remand orders were to be
read out in jal. This time we were escorted back through a safer route
though longer in distance.

Poor Ld Singh J could not fulfil his heat's dedre. Nether did we
return via the forest trees nor could Bha Lad Singh rescue us, much
agang his wish. There was absolutely no doubt that if we had returned
via same route or had we accepted his offer in the firs place he would
have jumped into action and got us our freedom. This was a time when
people feared to show signs of acquaintance with the accused. We were
avoided generdly and none dared to exchange greetings of Fateh with
us It was during my jal period that Bha La Singh J left this world
and his mortd frame for aoiding in * Gur-Puri’.
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CHAPTER 8
JATHEDAR BHAI RAM SINGH JI (GUJERWAL)

Jathedar Ram Singh J was the moving spirit behind the Jatha From
the very conception of Jatha, village Gujerawd, at a distance of three
kilometers from Norangwal, was the center of Gurmat Samagams at the
resdence of Bha Ram Singh. He was the spokesman of Jatha idedls.

Though he was an illiterate person, but he was a dedicated being and
aways ready for any sacrifice. He would bresk the shackles of caste
and get individuas of dl castes Baptised without any reserve.  He
would encourage Skh marriages, Anand Karg, without congderation
of case. This was an outdanding service in the cause of fath. In fact
he sat an early example in the case of his own marriage aut of caste and
then kept helping others.

This was a period when a very few in Skh Panth followed high ideds
of the Fath like socid equdity. Mogt of the preaching remaned
unpracticed, even though Gujerwa had a branch of Singh Sabha from
the very an sat of the movement. The old tradition of caste syssem was
dill very drong. The generd people ridiculed members of the Singh
Sabha and opposed them. It was to set a persona example of bresking
caste-barrier, that Jathedar J got married out of caste following Skh
rites of Anand Karg. The mgority, following the Hindu tradition, was
opposed to this marriage and was holding out threat of socid boycott of
the Jathedar. Bha Ram Singh came aone to Narangwa and narrated
the eventsto me. Thiswas our first meeting.

